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DETAILED ACTION 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), 
and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
over US patent no. 6,630,991 to Kitamura et al. 

In regards to claim 1 , Kitamura teaches a thermal processing apparatus 
heating a substrate by irradiating said substrate with light, comprising: a 
chamber, comprising a chamber window transmitting light on its upper portion 
(column 6, lines 30-36), for storing and holding said substrate therein; a lamp 
house, storing a lamp and comprising an irradiation window passing light emitted 
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from said lamp therethrough on its lower portion, fitted to said chamber an 
openable/closable manner; and a locking mechanism(column 6, lines 10-15) 
fixing the chamber and said lamp house to a closed state for opposing said 
chamber window and said irradiation window to each other, for shielding said 
irradiation window by inserting a shielding plate in said closed state thereby 
releasing said locking mechanism and allowing opening of said chamber and 
said lamp housefcolumn 7, lines 30-39). 

In regards to claims 2 and 5, Kitamura teaches the thermal processing 
apparatus having shielding plate (column 6, lines 45-47) that is opaque with 
respect to said light emitted from said lamp at column 5, lines 29-34. 

In regards to claims 3 and 6, Kitamura teaches the thermal processing 
apparatus having a lamp at column 6, lines 10-15. 

In regards to claim 4, Kitamura teaches a thermal processing apparatus 
heating a substrate by irradiating substrate with light, comprising: a chamber, 
comprising a chamber window transmitting light on its upper portion, for storing 
and holding a substrate therein: a lamp house, storing a lamp and comprising an 
irradiation window passing light emitted from said lamp therethrough on its lower 
portion, fitted to said chamber in an openable/closable manner; and a locking 
mechanism (column 6, lines 10-15) fixing said chamber and said lamp house to a 
closed state for opposing said chamber window and said irradiation window to 
each other (column 8, lines 15-24), for covering said locking mechanism with a 
shielding plate drawn out in said closed state while shielding said irradiation 
window by inserting said shielding plate thereby allowing release of said locking 
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mechanism and enabling opening of said chamber and said lamp house (column 
7, lines 30-39). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Renee R Berry whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4544. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 
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